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UNIT

V e r s e  t o  M e m o r i z e

1
“I am the vine; you are the 

branches. If a man remains in 

me and I in him, he will bear 

much fruit; apart from me 

you can do nothing.”

JOHN 15 :5 
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God’s Will 
and Your Life

Vancouver World’s Fair

When the World’s Fair was coming to Vancouver, our association of churches was 
convinced God wanted us to try to reach the 22 million people who would come to 
our city. We had about 2,000 members in our churches. How in the world could our 
little group make much impact on such a mass of tourists from all over the world?

Two years before the fair, we began to set our plans in motion. The total income 
for our association was $9,000. The following year it grew to $16,000. The year of the 
World’s Fair, we set a budget for $202,000. 1 We had commitments that would provide 
35 percent of that budget. Sixty-fi ve percent of it depended on prayer. Can you oper-
ate a budget on prayer? Yes. But when you do that, you are attempting something only 
God can do. What do most of us do? We set the practical budget, which represents 
what we can do. Then we might set a second hope or faith budget. The budget we 
really trust and use, however, is the one we can reach by ourselves. We do not really 
trust God to make a practical difference in what we do.

As an association of churches, we decided God had defi nitely led us to the work 
that would cost $202,000. That became our operating budget. All of our people began 
praying for God to provide for everything we believed He had led us to do during 
the World’s Fair. At the end of the year, I asked our treasurer how much money we 
had received. From Canada, the United States, and other parts of the world we had 
received $264,000. People from all over North America assisted us. During the fair we 
became a catalyst to see almost 20,000 people accept Jesus Christ. You cannot explain 
that except in terms of God’s intervention. Only God could have done that. He 
accomplished it with a people who had determined to be servants and were moldable 
and available for their Master’s use.

________

1.  Throughout this book I will give illustrations that sometimes mention amounts of money. Don’t get caught up in the amounts, since 
they are relative to the year when the event took place. Some amounts may seem small by current standards, while other amounts 
may seem inconceivably large in other cultures or economies. Focus instead on the faith required or the miraculous timing and 
provision of the Lord in regard to the need. In the case above, the amounts merely indicate the size of the faith required when the 
people compared the proposed budget to their previous experience.
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Jesus Is Your Model
During this course and throughout your life, you will have times when you want to 
respond to situations based on your own experiences or your own wisdom. Such an 
approach will get you in trouble. This should be your guideline: always go to the Bible 
and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth of your situation to you. Look to see what 
God says and how He works in the Scriptures. Make your decisions and evaluate your 
experiences based on biblical truths.

When you study the Scriptures, do not base your decision on one isolated verse 
or story. Look to see how God generally works throughout the Scriptures. When you 
learn how God has consistently related to people throughout history, you can expect 
Him to work in a similar way with you. Your experience is valid only as it is confi rmed 
in the Scriptures. I never deny anyone’s personal experience. I always reserve the right, 
however, to interpret it according to what I understand from Scripture. At times indi-
viduals get upset with me and say, “I don’t care what you say. I’ve experienced this.” I 
kindly respond, “I do not deny your experience, but I question your interpretation of 
what happened because it is contrary to what I see in God’s Word.” Our experiences 
cannot be our guide. Every event in your life must be understood and interpreted by 
the Scriptures, for the God revealed in Scripture does not change (see Mal. 3:6).

Mark the following statements T (true) or F (false).
___ a. I can trust my experiences as an effective way to know and follow God.
___ b.  I should always evaluate my experiences based on the truths 

I fi nd in God’s Word.
___ c.  I may get a distorted understanding of God if I do not check 

my experiences against the truths of Scripture.
___ d.  I can trust God to work in my life similarly to ways I see Him 

working throughout the Scriptures.

Statements b, c, and d are true. The fi rst statement is false because your experiences 
must be interpreted in light of the Scriptures. Experience alone is not a trustworthy 
guide. You must be cautious about isolating a single event from the context of Scrip-
ture. Instead, observe the way God works throughout the Bible. You will never go 
wrong if, under the Holy Spirit’s instruction, you let the Bible be your guide.

The Bible Is Your Guide
Christians are becoming more and more unfamiliar with the Bible as a guide for their 
daily living. Consequently, they turn to worldly solutions, programs, and methods 
that appear to be answers to spiritual problems. I use God’s Word as a guide to what I 
should do. Some people say, “Henry, that is not practical.” They want me to disregard 
the Bible and to rely on the world’s ways or on personal experience. But as a Christian 
disciple, I cannot abandon the guidance I fi nd in the Bible. The Bible is my guide for 
how to relate to God and how to live my life.

11

Day 

2

Jesus watched to 

see where the Fa-

ther was at work 

and joined Him.

ƒ

Look to see 
what God 

says and how 
He works in 
the Scriptures. 

Make your 
decisions and 
evaluate your 
experiences 

based on bibli-
cal truths.

Malachi 3:6

“I the LORD do not change.”
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How do you let God’s Word become your guide? When I seek God’s direction, 
I insist on following the directives I see in His Word. Yesterday’s lesson is an example. 
Does God call people to follow Him without giving them all the details in advance? We 
know He called Abram to follow that way. Is that pattern consistent in the Scriptures?

Read the following Scriptures about Jesus’ call for people to follow 
Him. Write what Jesus told these people to do.
Matthew 4:18-20:  _______________________________________________
Matthew 4:21-22:  _______________________________________________
Matthew 9:9:  ___________________________________________________
Acts 9:1-20:  ____________________________________________________

In some cases God gave more details than in others. We will look at Moses’ call and 
discover God gave him a bigger picture of the assignment than He usually revealed. In 
every case, however, the individual had to stay close to God for His daily guidance. For 
Moses and the children of Israel, God led through a cloud by day and fi re by night. For 
Peter, Andrew, James, John, Matthew, and Saul, God disclosed little detail about their 
assignments. He basically said, “Follow Me, and I will show you.”

What Is God’s Will?
When people seek to know and do God’s will, many ask the question, What is God’s 
will for my life? One of my seminary professors, Gaines S. Dobbins, used to say, “If you 
ask the wrong question, you will get the wrong answer.” Sometimes we assume every 
question is legitimate. However, when we ask the wrong question, we may fi nd an 
answer but remain disoriented to God and His activity. Always check to see whether 
you have asked the right question before you pursue the answer.

What is God’s will for my life? is not the right question. I think the proper question 
is, What is God’s will? Once I know God’s will, then I can adjust my life to Him. In other 
words, what is it God is purposing to accomplish where I am? Once I know what God is 
doing, then I know what I need to do. The focus needs to be on God, not on my life!

When I want to learn how to know and do God’s will, I can fi nd no better model 
than Jesus’ life. During His approximately 33 years on earth, He perfectly completed 
every assignment the Father gave Him. He never failed to do the will of the Father. 
He never sinned. Would you like to understand how Jesus came to know and do His 
Father’s will?

Read John 5:17,19-20 in the margin and answer the questions.
a. Who is always at work?  _________________________________________
b. How much can the Son do by Himself?  ____________________________
c. What does the Son do?  _________________________________________
d. Why does the Father show the Son what He is doing? _________________

Some people read these verses and have diffi culty understanding that Jesus Christ 
was fully God and fully human. Our minds can’t fully grasp the truth that Jesus and 
the Father are one (John 15:9). We will look at their oneness more later. But make 
no mistake. Jesus is God and He lived on earth in human fl esh. In these verses Jesus 
clearly states how He knew what to do. Jesus watched to see where His Father was at 
work and joined Him. Jesus’ approach to knowing and doing His Father’s will can be 
outlined like this:

22

33

ƒ

The proper 
question is, 
What is 

God’s will?

John 5:17,19-20
17 “My Father is always at his 
work to this very day, and I, 
too, am working. 19 I tell you 
the truth, the Son can do 
nothing by himself; he can do 
only what he sees his Father 
doing, because whatever 
the Father does the Son also 
does. 20 For the Father loves 
the Son and shows him all he 
does. Yes, to your amazement 
he will show him even greater 
things than these.”
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Jesus’ Example
1. The Father has been working right up until now.
2. Now the Father has Me working.
3. I do nothing on My own initiative.
4. I watch to see what the Father is doing.
5. I do what I see the Father doing.
6. The Father loves Me.
7. He shows Me everything He is doing.

This model applies to your life personally and also to your church. It is not a step-
by-step approach for knowing and doing God’s will. It describes a love relationship 
through which God accomplishes His purposes. I sum it up this way: watch to see 
where God is working and join Him!

God Is Always at Work Around You
Right now God is working all around you, as well as in your life. One of the greatest 
tragedies among God’s people is that, although they deeply long to experience God, 
they are encountering Him day after day but do not recognize Him. By the end of 
this course, you will have learned many ways to clearly identify God’s activity in and 
around your life. The Holy Spirit and God’s Word will instruct you and will help you 
know when and where God is working. Once you know where He is active, you will 
adjust your life to join Him in His activity.

You will experience God accomplishing His purposes through your life. When you 
enter this kind of intimate love relationship with God, you will know and do His will 
and experience Him in ways you have never known before. You cannot achieve this by 
following a spiritual formula. Only God can bring you into this kind of relationship.

Turn to the diagram inside the back cover of this book. Read 
all seven of the realities of experiencing God. Personalize the 
fi rst statement and write it below, using me instead of you.
 ______________________________________________________________

Later this week we will take a closer look at these seven truths.

44

What was the most meaningful state-
ment or Scripture you read today?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God.
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

 Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

What was the most meaningful state-
ment or Scripture you read today?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God.
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

 Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

ƒ

Watch to see 
where God is 
working and 

join Him!

REALITY 1

G OD’S WORK

SUMMARY 
STATEMENTS

The Bible is my guide 
for faith and practice.

The right question is, 
What is God’s will?

Watch to see where God 
is working and join Him.

God is always at work 
around me.
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God Works Through 
His Servants, Part 1

We often act as though God tells us what He wants us to do and then sends us off 
by ourselves to try and do it. Then anytime we need Him, we can call on Him, and 
He comes to help us. That is not the biblical picture. When God is about to do 
something, He reveals it to His people. He wants to accomplish His work through 
His people or His servant.

When God is about to do something through you, He has to get you from 
where you are to where He is, so He tells you what He is doing. (Later, I will help 
you understand how you can clearly know when God is speaking to you.) When you 
know what God is doing, then you know what you need to do: you need to join 
Him. The moment you know God is doing something where you are, your life and 
its activity will be thrown in contrast to God and His activity. You cannot stay the 
way you are and go with God.

Seven Realities of Experiencing God
The illustration below (and inside the back cover) summarizes the way you should 
respond to God’s initiative in your life. The text of the realities is in the margin.

Day

4

You cannot stay 

the way you are 

and go with God.

1.  God is always at 
work around you.

2.  God pursues a 
continuing love 
relationship with 
you that is real 
and personal.

3.   God invites you 
to become involved 
with Him in 
His work.

4.  God speaks by 
the Holy Spirit 
through the Bible, 
prayer, circum-
stances, and the 
church to reveal 
Himself, His 
purposes, and 
His ways.

5.  God’s invitation for 
you to work with 
Him always leads 
you to a crisis of 
belief that requires 
faith and action.

6.  You must make 
major adjustments 
in your life to join 
God in what He 
is doing.

7   You come to know 
God by experience 
as you obey Him, 
and He accom-
plishes His work 
through you.
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Complete the following to begin learning the seven realities. 
Use the text of the realities in the margin on page 21.
a. Underline key words or phrases that help you recall the seven realities.

b.   Write the key words or phrases on the following lines.  _________________
 ____________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________

c.  Slowly read each reality. Write in the margin questions about any of the 
realities you do not fully understand. 

d.  Using only the words or phrases you recorded, see if you can mentally 
summarize all seven realities. Review before moving to the next question.

e.  On a separate sheet of paper, try writing each of the seven realities from 
memory. They do not have to be word for word, but they should cover the 
important information. Start with your key words or phrases if that helps.

Most of this course will focus on one or more of these realities to help you under-
stand them more completely. You may notice that I frequently repeat different aspects 
of this cycle. I use the repetition in different situations to help you learn how you can 
respond to God’s activity in your life.

In the assignment above, you could have selected various words or phrases. Yours 
may be different, but I chose God/work, love relationship, involved with Him, God speaks, 
crisis of belief, adjustments, obey. You may have asked questions like these:

• What is involved in a love relationship with God?
• How can I know when God is speaking?
• How do I know where God is at work?
• What kinds of adjustments does God require me to make?
• What is the difference between adjustment and obedience?

As I’ve worked with people in many settings, I’ve been asked questions like these. I will 
answer as many questions as possible during the remaining units of this course. Richard 
and I will address other issues in the DVD messages that accompany this course. 

We can identify three similarities in the lives of Bible characters through whom 
God worked:
1. When God spoke, they knew it was God.
2. They knew what God was saying.
3. They knew what they were to do in response.

Wouldn’t you like for your walk with God to be such that He worked through you 
that way? He wants to move you into that kind of relationship. I trust this course will 
help you grow in your understanding of God.

Moses’ call and ministry are good examples of the way God worked with people in 
the Bible. Exodus 2–4 describes his early life and call to ministry. Other passages of Scrip-
ture also help us see how Moses came to know and follow God’s will. Using the seven 
realities, let’s look at Moses’ call and response. (You may want to read Ex. 2–4 fi rst.)

11
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Reality 1. God was already at work around Moses.

“The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for 
help because of their slavery went up to God. God heard their groaning 
and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with 
Jacob. So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them” 
(Ex. 2:23-25).

Reality 2. God pursued a continuing love relationship with Moses that was real and 
personal. God took the initiative to come to Moses and initiate a love relationship 
with him at the burning bush. God told Moses He would go with him into Egypt. 
Many texts throughout Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy illustrate the 
way God pursued a continuing love relationship with Moses. Here is one example:

“The LORD said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain and stay 
here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I 
have written for their instruction.’ When Moses went up on the mountain, 
the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. 
Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed 
on the mountain forty days and forty nights” (Ex. 24:12,15-16,18).

Reality 3. God invited Moses to become involved with Him in His work. 

“I have come down to rescue them [the Israelites] from the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious 
land. So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 
Israelites out of Egypt” (Ex. 3:8,10).

Answer the following questions about the three preceding statements.
a.   Reality 1: What was God already doing for Israel?  ____________________

 ____________________________________________________________

b.  Reality 2: What evidence demonstrates God wanted a real and personal 
relationship with Moses?  ________________________________________

c.  Reality 3: How did God want to involve Moses in the work He was already 
doing?  ______________________________________________________

(1) God had a purpose He was accomplishing in Moses’ world. Even though Moses was 
an exile in the desert, he was on God’s schedule, in the fullness of God’s timing, in the 
middle of God’s will. When God was about to deliver the children of Israel, the impor-
tant factor was not God’s will for Moses. The critical truth was God’s will for Israel. (2) 
God’s purpose was to deliver the children of Israel. Moses was the one through whom 
God wanted to work to accomplish His purposes. (3) Time and again God invited 
Moses to talk with Him and to be with Him. God initiated and maintained a growing 
relationship with Moses. This relationship was based on love, and God daily fulfi lled His 
purposes through His friend Moses. (For other examples of the love relationship, see 
Ex. 33:7–34:10; Num. 12:6-8.)

Whenever God prepares to do something, He reveals to a person or His people 
what He is going to do (see Amos 3:7). God accomplishes His work through His 

22

Amos 3:7

“Surely the Sovereign LORD 
 does nothing 
 without revealing his 
 plan to his servants 
 the prophets.”
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people. This is the way God will work with you. The Bible is designed to help you 
understand God’s ways. Then when God starts to act in that manner in your life, you 
will recognize that it is He who is working.

This is a two-part lesson, so we will continue with statement 4 tomorrow. This 
two-part lesson will be summarized at the end of day 5.

God Works Through 
His Servants, Part 2

Yesterday you studied the fi rst three realities of God’s working with Moses. Now look 
at the last four.

Reality 4. God spoke to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways.

“There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in fl ames of fi re from 
within a bush. … God called to him from within the bush, ‘Moses! 
Moses!’ And Moses said, ‘Here I am.’
 ‘Do not come any closer,’ God said. ‘Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy ground.’ Then he said, ‘I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’
 “The LORD said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in 
Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and 
I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue 
them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 
land into a good and spacious land’ ” (Ex. 3:2-8).

“When a prophet of the LORD is among you, 
 I reveal myself to him in visions, 
 I speak to him in dreams. 
But this is not true of my servant Moses; 
 he is faithful in all my house. 
With him I speak face to face” (Num. 12:6-8).

What was the most meaningful state-
ment or Scripture you read today?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God.
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

 Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

What was the most meaningful state-
ment or Scripture you read today?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God.
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

 Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

Day

5

God reveals what 

He is about to do. 

That revelation 

becomes an 

invitation to 

join Him.
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Reality 5. God’s invitation for Moses to work with Him led to a crisis of belief that 
required faith and action. Moses expressed a crisis of belief when he made the following 
statements to God.

“Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?”
 “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then 
what shall I tell them?”
 “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The LORD did 
not appear to you’ ”?
 “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you 
have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”
 “O Lord, please send someone else to do it” (Ex. 3:11,13; 4:1,10,13).

Reality 6. Moses had to make major adjustments in his life to join God in what He was 
doing. Moses’ crisis called for faith and action.

“By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with the people of 
God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. … By faith he 
left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him 
who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, 
so that the destroyer of the fi rstborn would not touch the fi rstborn of Israel.  
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when 
the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned” (Heb. 11:24-29).

“The LORD had said to Moses in Midian, ‘Go back to Egypt, for all the 
men who wanted to kill you are dead.’ So Moses took his wife and sons, 
put them on a donkey and started back to Egypt” (Ex. 4:19-20).

Reality 7. Moses came to know God by experience as he obeyed God, and God accom-
plished His work through Moses. Many texts throughout Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy illustrate how God revealed His nature and His purposes to Moses. 
As Moses obeyed God, God accomplished through Moses what Moses could not do in 
his own strength. Here is one example in which Moses and the people came to know 
God as their Deliverer.

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why are you crying out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to move on. Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the 
sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry 
ground. I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in 
after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army. …’
 “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night 
the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into 
dry land. The waters were divided, and the Israelites went through the 
sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 
The Egyptians pursued them.
 “Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea 
so that the waters may fl ow back over the Egyptians and their chari-
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ots and horsemen.’ Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 
daybreak the sea went back to its place.
 “But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of 
water on their right and on their left. That day the LORD saved Israel from 
the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the 
shore. And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed 
against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in 
him and in Moses his servant” (Ex. 14:15-17,21-23,26-27,29-31).

Answer the following questions about the last four realities.
a.  Reality 4: What did God reveal about Himself, His purposes, and His ways?

 ____________________________________________________________

b.  Reality 5: What did Moses have trouble believing about God?  ___________
 ____________________________________________________________

c.  Reality 5: How would you summarize Moses’ faith as it is described 
in Hebrews 11?  _______________________________________________

d.  Reality 6: What adjustments did Moses have to make?  _________________
 ____________________________________________________________

e.   Reality 7: How do you think Moses felt when God delivered the Israelites 
through him?  _________________________________________________

God reveals what He is about to do. That revelation becomes an invitation to join 
Him. (4) God talked to Moses about His will. God wanted Moses to go to Egypt to 
be His instrument to deliver the Israelites from their bondage. God revealed to Moses 
His holiness, His mercy, His power, His name, and His purpose to keep His promise to 
Abraham and to give Israel the promised land. (5) Moses offered many objections. He 
questioned whether God could do such a great work through someone like him (see 
Ex. 3:11), whether the Israelites would believe God had appeared to him (see Ex. 4:1), 
and whether he was capable of speaking eloquently enough to accomplish the task (see 
Ex. 4:10). In each case Moses was really doubting God more than himself. Moses faced 
a crisis of belief: is God really able to do what He says? (5) Moses’ faith is described in 
Hebrews, however, as a model of self-sacrifi ce and trust in almighty God. Once God let 
Moses know what He was about to do, that revelation became Moses’ invitation to join 
Him. (6) Moses made the necessary adjustments to orient his life to God. Moses had 
to come to the place where he believed God could do everything He said He would 
do. Then he had to leave his job and in-laws and move to Egypt. After making these 
adjustments, he was in a position to obey God. That did not mean he was going to do 
something all by himself for God. It meant he was going to be where God was working 
so God would do what He had purposed to do in the fi rst place. Moses was a servant 
who was moldable, and he remained at God’s disposal to be used as God chose. God 
accomplished His purposes through him. When God does a God-sized work through 
your life, you will be humbled before Him. (7) Moses must have felt unworthy to be 
used in such a signifi cant way. Moses obeyed and did everything God told him. Then 
God accomplished through Moses all He intended. Every step of obedience brought 
Moses (and Israel) to a greater knowledge of God (see Ex. 6:1-8).

11
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What Can One Ordinary Person Do?
A wonderful Scripture that has helped me at this point is “Elijah was a man just like 
us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three 
and a half years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced 
its crops” (Jas. 5:17-18). Elijah was an ordinary man just like us. He prayed, and God 
responded powerfully.

When God healed the crippled beggar through Peter, Peter and John were called 
before the Sanhedrin (the highest Jewish court in the land) to give an account of their 
actions. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter boldly spoke to the religious leaders. Notice 
the leaders’ response: “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that 
they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that 
these men had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13, emphasis added).

The people you generally see in the Scriptures were ordinary. Their relationships 
with God and the activity of God made them extraordinary. Did you notice this state-
ment: the leaders recognized Peter and John “had been with Jesus”? Anyone who takes 
the time to enter an intimate relationship with God can see Him do extraordinary 
things through his or her life.

Dwight L. Moody was a poorly educated, unordained shoe salesman who felt God’s 
call to preach the gospel. Early one morning he and some friends gathered for prayer, 
confession, and consecration. They heard Henry Varley say, “The world has yet to see 
what God can do with and for and through and in a man who is fully and wholly 
consecrated to Him.”

Moody was deeply moved by those words. Later he listened to the great preacher 
Charles H. Spurgeon. Moody thought:

“The world had yet to see! with and for and through and in! A man!” 
Varley meant any man! Varley didn’t say he had to be educated, or brilliant, 
or anything else! Just a man! Well, by the Holy Spirit in him, he’d [Moody] 
be one of those men. And then suddenly, in that high gallery, he saw some-
thing he’d never realized before,—it was not Mr. Spurgeon, after all, who 
was doing that work: it was God. And if God could use Mr. Spurgeon, 
why should He not use the rest of us, and why should we not all just lay 
ourselves at the Master’s feet, and say to Him, “Send me! use me!”

Dwight L. Moody was an ordinary person who sought to be fully and wholly conse-
crated to Christ. One ordinary Christian in the hand of almighty God can do anything 
God commands. Through this one common life God began to do the extraordinary. 
Moody became one of the greatest evangelists of modern times. He preached in revival 
services across Britain and America, where thousands and thousands came to Christ.

Could God work in extraordinary ways through your life to accom-
plish signifi cant things for His kingdom? ❏ Yes ❏ No

You might say, “I’m not a D. L. Moody.” You don’t have to be. God doesn’t want you to 
be a D. L. Moody. God wants you to be you and to let Him do through you whatever 
He chooses. When you believe nothing signifi cant can happen through you, you have 
said more about your belief in God than you have declared about yourself. You have 
said that God is incapable of doing anything signifi cant through you. The truth is, He 
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is able to do anything He pleases with one ordinary person who is fully consecrated 
to Him. Would you be willing to make yourself available to Him? Do it!

God’s Standards Are Different from Ours
Don’t be surprised that God’s standards of excellence are different than the world’s. 
How long was the public ministry of John the Baptist? Perhaps six months. What was 
Jesus’ estimate of John’s life? Jesus said, “I tell you, among those born of women there 
is no one greater than John” (Luke 7:28). None greater! John had six months wholly 
yielded to God, and the Son of God declared that his contribution to the kingdom of 
God was unsurpassed.

Don’t measure your life by the world’s standards. Many denominations are doing 
it. Many pastors and churches are doing it. Think about it. By the world’s standards, 
a person or a church may look pretty good yet, in God’s sight, be utterly detestable. 
Similarly, a person or a church may be wholly yielded to God and pleasing to Him yet 
be insignifi cant in the world’s eyes. Could a pastor who faithfully serves where God 
placed him in a small, rural community be pleasing to the Lord? Certainly, if that is 
where God placed him. God will look for and reward faithfulness, whether the person 
has been given responsibility for little or much.

God delights in using ordinary people to accomplish His purposes. Paul said 
God deliberately seeks the weak things and the despised things because from them He 
receives the greatest glory (see 1 Cor. 1:26-31). Then everyone knows only God could 
have done something through them. If you feel weak, limited, or ordinary, you are the 
best material through which God works.

Review your Scripture-memory verse and be prepared to recite 
it to a partner in your small-group session this week.

Spend a few minutes in prayer for your small group. Pray that the 
Lord will have complete freedom to mold and shape and guide each 
one to be perfectly in the middle of His will.

This is the end of this unit’s lessons. The following page will be used in your small-
group session this week. It includes notes from the DVD messages and a review of the 
content you have studied this week.
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What was the most meaningful state-
ment or Scripture you read today?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God.
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

 Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

What was the most meaningful state-
ment or Scripture you read today?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Reword the statement or Scripture 
into a prayer of response to God.
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

What does God want you to do 
in response to today’s study?
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

 Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He 
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

SUMMARY 
STATEMENTS

God reveals what He 
is about to do.

The revelation becomes 
an invitation to join Him.

I can’t stay where I am 
and go with God.

God is able to do anything 
He pleases with one ordinary 
person who is fully conse-
crated to Him.

God’s standards of excellence 
are different from ours.


	01-03 EG_Book.pdf
	06-07 EG_Book.pdf
	14-16 EG_Book.pdf
	21-28 EG_Book.pdf

